William W. Harper 

PASADENA. CALIFORNIA 


HARRY K. ROSSYFELQ. 
Assistant Managing Editor 
The Washington Pose 
1150 15th Street 
Washington D.C. 
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DECEMBER 31, 197^ 


Dear Mr. Rosenfeld: 

After carefully thirki 
December 39th, I would 'like 
on my situation with The^Po 
unfortunate turn 01 events 
our interests. 


over our phone conversation 01 
o offer the following observations 
and some suggestions 'on how this 
’ght be straightened out for both 


As per our discu; 
Ronald Kessler submit 
on the RFK case; this 
sure you do nor. inter, 
answers to Kessler's 
which they were not. 


ssio" about the possibility of having 
a series of questions relating to my 
with it an implication thatnl 
to wit this would presuppose that 
o’-i-inai questioning were as he report 
vou’wiVL shortly understand why. 


your 

work 

am 

my 

;ed. 


Also, for us to enter tnto_a 

dialogue at that The Post subject 

Furthernop, my -arl.. ^ of objective and independent 

my 19 ™. : ^sr wav to approach this matter, if The 

experts is ...ill t... 7 ut the acceptability of my 

Post has ary serious. Thb Post approach 

original werx. ‘ ^rvo'^a?; a prominent member of the 

Dr. Cyril °i . L ~ evinces (of which I am a Fellow), 

?so ably r ? a ; na? With my work in this matter He 
is°uniquely quJufted'to help. The Post select the appropriate 
experts for this type of review. 


J Let me now ad dr 
sent to me on Decent 
evaluating its cents 
ically supports my s 
from "an insuff icier 



isp ic ion; 
. grasp" 


if to the letter Ronald Kessler 
J P ^ C py of which is attached. In 
m "forced to conclude that it graph- 
s that Kessler does, indeed, suiter 
°c;f "not only the technicalities of 
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Jars* 

1* At no fci?ne havs I ever stated that I had relied 
upon cannelures for gun Identification. This ?e- 
this S case arRmUniti0n identif nation only in 

2 ' ti S ^?h"h ?? fc ^25 ?£ out l there being cannelure damage ' 
to ^Xhxhit :r 47 through the striking of bone is 

studi'L UT1 J rUe; n 00th S y micros copic and ohotcgraphic 
studies, as well as Dr. Moguchi's autoosy findings 
710 !iama «e -to. this bullet's* cannelure 0 ’ 
occurred, because it did not strike any bone. 

3 *' contention that Exhibit #47 thus "hit a bony 
aSSfl Ure, -® UC 2 aS thS brain >" is not only patently 
t£- » 1 iace ?„ bufc his conjunctive assertion 

b a -\ longed m R*K's brain is an absolute 
th : ^ hat bUllet was retrieved from 
cne area of H1 ’K's sixth cervical vertebrae. 

^ ^ suggestion that "rifling angle cannot be relied 
upon" is a complete falsehood. The rifling anels of 
i JVf d f® ? ne of its basic class character- 

nd lfc 1S r ‘ ot substantially the same in 
po<^fhie° n vhi- n - a tesfc . buliet, no identif ication is 
# 47 "and #54 Precisely the case between Exhibits 

For Kessler to say that his puroorted experts "ap-ree" wtfVi 

UTL? A«e“S? 


a liar, but this is th< 
as a whole, there is now no quest 
men familiar with me and my work • 
to do what you gentlemen in the p: 
” ssional integrity and my findin< 


che awkward position of having to call him 
case. However, in analyzing Kpssler's article 
ion in my mind — or of many news- 
-- that his was a calculated attempt 
cess call a "hatchet .job" on my pro- 


efforts strangely parallel ti^e'o? 


b 0 l i =VC that * of »» ««rt^ to challenge 
tans o? wor?e!~ ° " ln iG matter are fibber fools or charla- 

when he’ro'Skd f?opy 
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our one and only 2-hour meeting at my home on December l6th. However, 

I rightfully assumed The Post had given Kessler plenty of time to con- 
duct "an intensive investigation” on this case, as your December 9th 
letter represented. I would hardly call three days time enough to con- 
duct an intensive investigation on anything as complicated as the case 
at hand. 

For the preceding reasons it would seem impossible for us to re- 
solve this matter until Kessler's position is clarified within The 
Post. You should know that I would have no further reason to cooperate 
with The Post if Kessler remains on this story. 

It seems to me that The Post has a responsibility to both me and 
its readership to set the record straight, to report the actual facts 
and not distortions, which I am sure was not The Post's intention at 
the management level. 

I would like to have your ’written response to the issues raised J 
in this letter, as well as any suggestions you might have on how we 
might resolve this matter in a mutually satisfactory and rapid manner. 

WWH/m Very Truly Yours, 

Enclosed attachment - ■ / ■ % 

WILLIAM W. HARPER 



